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It was late afternoon on April 21, 1976 when Mort and Mary Porter reached the hospital in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Their son Budge had just been taken there in the back of a station wagon with a student trainer desperately trying to hold his head steady as they raced across town.  Budge was practicing with his beloved Nebraska Cornhusker football team when he made a crushing tackle on I. M. Hipp.  But this time, Budge came out second best and suffered a catastrophic neck dislocation that instantly paralyzed him from the neck down.  He laid motionless on Memorial Stadium’s Astroturf, his neck was broken and his dreams were shattered. 


In desperation, his parent’s found the team orthopedic surgeons and the neurologist in the intensive care unit contemplating what needed to be done for the fallen Husker.  Mort was not aware of the gravity of such an injury, and questioned the doctor’s right away.  Will Budge be ready to play in the annual Spring Game in ten days.  The neurologist retorted back tersely, “You do not understand, Mr. Porter, your son will not be ready for the Spring Game, in fact he will never play football again!  We just hope he can survive this and get some feeling and movement back over time“.  Mort got sick and weak in the knees and hit the hospital floor.  Coach Tom Osborne was there and knelt down to console him and said everything will turn out alright.   


So it was, that Budge would not go on and fulfill his boyhood dream of following in the footsteps of his Grandfather and Father and play for the Scarlett & Cream.  He was also told by specialists that he would probably never be married or be able to have children of his own, but Budge and his parents refused to believe it. 


In 1984, against all odds, he meets the girl of his dreams, Diane, in Orange County, California when he attended a Nebraska versus UCLA football game where his brother Scott played fullback for the Big Red.  Diane had the rare quality of looking beyond the wheelchair and obvious limitations Budge had and saw a good man making his way in life through great adversity.  This impressed her immensely.  Budge recognized these wonderful qualities in her and a torrid romance commenced.  


Finally, after a five year, long distance relationship, Budge asked for her hand in marriage.  They were married in San Juan Capistrano, CA. and they began their new life together in Valley, NE. 


Believe it or not, Diane and Budge produced three beautiful children with the use of expensive infertility treatments.  Claire is sixteen and their twins Brooke and Bret are nine.  Budge says these kids are their whole life and they could not be more proud of them.  He claims there will be no more miracles coming his way, because you see, he already has three![image: image2.jpg]




